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in all governments: But in such seasons, the rich are" the
public mark, because they are oftentimes of no use, but* to
be plundered; like some sort of birds, who are good for
nothing, but their feathers; and so fall a prey to the strongest
side.

Let us proceed, on the other side to examine the dis-
advantages which the rich and the great lie under, with
respect to the happiness of the present life.

First, then; While health, as we have said, is the general
portion of the lower sort, the gout, the dropsy, the stone, the
cholic, and all other diseases, are continually haunting the
palaces of the rich and the great, as the natural attendants
upon laziness and luxury. Neither does the rich man eat
his sumptuous fare with half the appetite and relish, that
even the beggars do the crumbs which fall from his table:
But, on the contrary, he is full of loathing and disgust, or at
best of indifference, in the midst of plenty. Thus their intem-
perance shortens their lives, without pleasing their appetites.

Business, fear, guilt, design, anguish, and vexation are
continually buzzing about the curtains of the rich and the
powerful, and will hardly suffer them to close their eyes,
unless when they are dosed with the fumes of strong liquors.

It is a great mistake to imagine that the rich want but few
things; their wants are more numerous, more craving, and
urgent, than those of poorer men : For these endeavour only
at the necessaries of life, which make them happy, and they
think no farther: But the desire of power and wealth is
endless, and therefore impossible to be satisfied with any
acquisitions.

If riches were so great a blessing as they are commonly
thought, they would at least have this advantage, to give their
owners cheerful hearts and countenances; they would often
stir them up to express their thankfulness to God, and dis-
cover their satisfaction to the world. But, in fact, the con-
trary to all this is true. For where are there more cloudy
brows, more melancholy hearts, or more ingratitude to their
great Benefactor, than among those who abound in wealth ?
And, indeed, it is natural that it should be so, because those
men, who covet things that are hard to be got, must be hard
to please; whereas a small thing maketh a poor mari happy,
and great losses cannot befall him.